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43rd International Viola Congress

International Viola Competition

‘Citta di Cremona’

Applicat March 31, 2016
Selection ay 16, 2016
Final round October 2016

A) General characteris

1. The competition
final and a final rou

inarwround (video-taped), a semi-

2. Age limit: competitors must be born on or after January 1, 1988.

3. Competitors must be members in good standing with the Associazione
Italiana della Viola (if Italian or from a country in which there is no viola
society affiliated with the IVS) or of any section of the International Viola
Society on 31 March 2016.

4. Application deadline: by 11:59 p.m. (Italian time) on 31 March 2016.

5. Preliminary Round: The jury will evaluate the videos received with the
applications and select up to eight semifinalists by May 2, 2016. The names
of the semifinalists will be announced by e-mail to the participants by May
16, 2016, and immediately afterwards to the public via press, conference
blog and on our Facebook pages.



B) Audition rounds

6. Accommodation in Cremona will be provided to all semifinalists for the
duration of the Congress.

7. Semi-final round (with piano): Cremona, October 4, 2016 from 9,30
to 12,30 and from 14,00 to 17,00. The jury will evaluate the performances
and select three finalists. The three finalists will be announced at the
opening concert of the 43rd IVC, which will take place on October 4 at
20,30.

8. Board and accommodation in Cremona will be provided for all finalists for
the duration of the congress.

9. Final round (with orchestra): Cremona, evening concert on October
6, 2016. The announcement of the standings and awards will take place at
the end of the concert.

Preliminary Roun 2016.
1. Applicants must i leces, ongffor each category (see list).
2. Candidates enr jola Competition of the 43rd

International Viol
recordings. To this i ad online video recordings of a
performance of a total time, and send the
links to the followi .Competition@gmail.com

3. The video recording is the only accepted format for the preliminary
round. Recordings will be accepted on condition that there is only one take
per movement (no editing whatsoever) and that there are no fade-ins or
fade-outs (fading). The camera must remain still from the beginning to the
end of the movement and the recording must include the viola player at all
times. The camera must be as close as possible to the violist, and the face,
as well as both arms and hands of the performer should always be visible.
For best results, we recommend using a high quality microphone separate
from the camera feeding the audio signal into the VCR.

4. Faulty recordings will be automatically disqualified by the commission.

5. A maximum of 8 (eight) candidates will be admitted to the semi-finals.



6. Only candidates who score a minimum of 8 points (out of 12) in the
preliminary round will be admitted to the semi-finals.

7. Competitors selected to participate in the semi-final round will be
notified by May 16, 2016.

Semifinal Round, with piano accompaniment, open to the public:
Cremona, October 4, 2016.

1. Violists accepted for the semifinal stage of the competition must provide
three copies of the sheet music of their program for the jury.

2. Applicants must prepare three (3) pieces of their own choice, one from
each category (see list).

3. The competitors b

4. The 43™ Intern
There will be the
pianist, before the
with their own acc

5. The order of th d to file semi-final will be drawn at
random on Oct. 4, i e mons.

6. Only candidates
semi-final will be
candidates will be

m\&{f/10 points (out of 12) in the
d. A maximum of three (3)

Final Round with orchestra and award presentation, open to the public:
Cremona, October 6, 2016.

1. Candidates will perform a Viola Concerto with orchestra from memory
(see list). The concerto will be performed in its entirety.

2. The Congress board will determine the program order for the final round
on the basis of artistic and organizational needs.

3. The duration of the final round will correspond to the length of the
chosen concertos.



4. The competitors will be informed of the results on Oct. 6, 2016 at the
conclusion of the competition.

C) Registration

1. How to apply. Please send an email with a link to the video recording
and pdfs of registration form, proof of age (scan of the passport or identity
card), proof of payment of the registration fee, by March 31, 2016 to:
IVC.Viola.Competition@gmail.com. Only completed applications received by
11:59 p.m. on March 31, 2016 (Italian time) will be accepted.

2. The registration fee is € 50. The payment must be made by March 31,
2016, and should be made payable to:

Associazione Italia

Banca Popolare Eti
IBAN: IT 78 X 050
BIC or SWIFT COD

Specify the reason : istration| fee for the Viola Performance
Competition IVC 2

D) Repertory

* Preliminary Round application deadline March 31, 2016.

1. Candidates enrolled in the International Viola Competition of the 43™
International Viola Congress will be selected based on their video
recordings. (Instructions for preparing the video recordings, are to be found
under the guidelines in section B).

2. Contestants must present two pieces, one from each of the following
categories:

1) A capriccio or studio-concerto for solo viola chosen from the
following works: Henri Vieuxtemps, Capriccio in C minor "Hommage a
Paganini" op.55 (op.9 post.); Friedrich Hermann, 6 studies from Concerto
Op.18; Bartolomeo Campagnoli, 41 Caprices op.22 numbers 5, 17, 23, 24,
25, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 39 and 41; Maurice Vieux (20 studies for viola).



2) A piece, or movement/s of one’s own choice.

* Semifinals Cremona, October 4, 2016.

1. Applicants must prepare three (3) pieces, one from each of the
categories below:

1) The prelude to one of the last Bach suites for cello (choose
between suite n.4 BWV 1010, n.5 BWV 1011 to bar 223, n.6 BWV 1012)

or

the first movement of a sonata or partita by Bach for solo violin
(choose from Sonata No. 1, BWV 1001; Partita n. 1, BWV 1002; Sonata n.
2, BWV 1003; Partita n. 2, BWV 1004; Sonata n. 3 , BWV 1005; Partita n.

3, BWV 1006)

2) Movemen f la and piano to be chosen
from the f ing: ata op. 120 n. 1 (first
movement), J n . 120 n. 2 (first movement),
Mikhail Glinka a rst movement),| Anton Rubinstein Sonata (first
movement), F S ata op. post. (first movement);
Henri Vieuxte p rt Schumann Marchenbilder
op.113 (choos th movements), Ludwig van
Beethoven's N rn j . 4A(movements 1, 2 and 3, edition
Sydney Beck), rg tstickY(complete);

3) Original work for solo viola of the 20th century, chosen from:

Paul Hindemith Sonata op. 11 No.5 (choose either movements 1, 2, 3, or
movement 4); Paul Hindemith Sonata op. 25 No. 1 (complete); Krzysztof
Penderecki Cadenza; Gyorgy Sandor Ligeti Sonata for Solo Viola (four
movements of choice); Salvatore Sciarrino Tre Notturni Brillianti; Luciano
Berio Sequenza VI; Franco Donatoni Ali n. 1.

2. Each audition will last no longer than 40 minutes in total.

3. In the event of excessive duration of the program, the jury has the right
to stop the audition without affecting the validity of the audition.



4. The execution of the chosen Bach movement is to be played from
memory.

* Final round and awards: Cremona, October 6, 2016.

1. Candidates will perform a Viola Concerto from memory, chosen from
the three listed below.

e Béla Bartdk, Viola Concerto, Tibor Serly edition.
e Paul Hindemith, Der Schwanendreher.

e William Walton, Viola Concerto.

2. The first prize
minimum of 11 poi

to a candidate who has scored a

3. The announcem i wgrds \Wl!l take place on October 6,
2016 at the conclu n.

E) Awards

* Third prize: €
organized by th

al\&t the 2017 National ViolaFest
deN® Viola.

* Second prize: . , an recital at the 2017 National ViolaFest
organized by the Associazione Italiana della Viola.

* First prize:

- € 2,000, a recital and the possibility to hold a master class at the
2017 National ViolaFest organized by the Associazione Italiana della
Viola;

- A concert in an Italian theater and/or prestigious music society to be
announced;

- Publication of the final round recording on our web channels;

- Article-interview, to be published in a music magazine or newspaper.



F) Jury

1. Jury members are not allowed to judge their students. Participants are
considered to be their students if they have taken lessons during the three
years prior to the competition.

2. Candidates’ performances will be evaluated by each member of the jury
according to three different parameters: A) fidelity to the work, B) technical
level, C) artistic/musical quality of the interpretation.

3. The jury is not allowed to speak with candidates until the competition is
completed.

4. Only eight or fewer competitors can pass the semi-final round; only
three or fewer competitors can pass to the final round; the jury is not
obligated to award i

5. Composition of t

Preliminary
eminent mus
fewer semifi
submitted vi

jury composed of three
ellist) will select eight or
d 1 May 2016 based on the
cision is final.

arch
gs. The jury's

Semi-Final : atio jury composed of three
distinguished ' , tWo violists) who were not
members of ' i three finalists based on the
October 4, 2 aulli mpet)ors selected to participate in
the final ro ' d on October 4, 2016. The jury's
decision is final.

Final Round: A third international panel of five musicians who were
not members of either the first or the second jury, comprised of three
eminent violists, guests of the 43rd IVC, and two non violists, will
assign 1%, 2" and 3™ prize on October 6, 2016. The jury's decision is
final.

G) Endnotes

Participants who are not residents of the EU must obtain the necessary
authorization to enter the EU. The 43™ International Viola Congress cannot



offer assistance for entry into Italy beyond providing a written confirmation
of the invitation to be a semi-finalist in the competition.

If you have questions related to our International Viola Competition, please
contact: IVC.Viola.Competition@gmail.com

The official version of these rules is the Italian version. Any
discrepancies or differences created in the English translation
are not binding. In cases where disputes arise regarding the
accuracy of the inf io ented in the English version,
the official Italian i Bl b ferred to.




